
 

                   THE FOG 
Carl August Sandburg (1878-1967) was an American poet, writer and editor. He won 

three Pulitzer Prizes- two for his poetry and one for his biography of Abraham 

Lincoln. He wrote poems like grass, analysis, Chicago, etc. Fog is a very small poem 

written by Carl Sandburg. He has described the process of arrival of the fog into a city and 

the harbour. He has very beautifully compared it to a cat. 

The poet says that the fog which is generally seen during the winter season is coming 

towards the city and the harbour just like a cat. This means that it is approaching the city 

in a very silent manner so that no one can notice its arrival. He has compared its arrival to 

that of a cat because a cat always enters a place silently. Next, he says that the fog has 

covered the whole of the city and harbour and it appears as if it is sitting by folding its 

legs and looking around just the way a cat does when it sits on the haunches and looks 

around. At the end, he describes the departure of the fog which very silently and 

unpredictably, again, similar to the departure of the cat, vanishes. 

A) What does Sandburg think the fog is like? 

According to Sandburg, the fog is like a cat. 

b)How does the fog come? 

The fog comes on little cat feet. 

c) What does ‘it’ in the third line refer to? 

In the third line ‘it’ refers to the fog that has covered the city and it seems as if it is 

looking over the city like a cat. 

d) Does the poet actually say that the fog is like a cat? Find three things that tell us that 

the fog is like a cat. 

No, the poet does not actually say that the fog is like a cat. However, he has used cat as a 

metaphor for describing the fog. He says that the fog comes on its little cat feet, which 

implies that the fog is like a cat as it comes slowly. He also says that the fog looks over 

the harbour and the city and then moves on, implying that the fog has covered the city 

and is sitting and looking at it, thereby again comparing it to a cat. This is reiterated when 

he says that the fog looks over the city sitting on ‘silent hunches’. This also shows the 

reference to a cat as a cat always sits with its knees bent. Hence, he has compared the 

fog to a cat without actually saying so.s 


