
Chapter 3: Nazism and the Rise of Hitler 

 

1. Introduction to Nazism and Hitler's Rise 

 

After World War I (1914–1918), Germany faced severe economic and political 

instability. 

 

The defeat of Germany in the war and the harsh terms of the Treaty of Versailles 

caused widespread resentment among the German population. 

 

Nazism grew as a movement under the leadership of Adolf Hitler, which promised 

to restore Germany’s lost pride, solve the economic crisis, and punish those 

responsible for Germany's downfall. 

 

 

 

--- 

 

2. The Weimar Republic 

 

2.1 Formation of the Weimar Republic 

 



After Germany's defeat in World War I, the Weimar Republic was established in 

1919. 

 

The Treaty of Versailles was signed by the Weimar government, which was seen 

as a betrayal by many Germans. 

 

 

2.2 The Terms of the Treaty of Versailles 

 

The treaty imposed heavy war reparations on Germany (6 billion pounds). 

 

Germany lost its overseas colonies, territories, and faced a demilitarization 

process. 

 

This treaty was humiliating for Germany and caused severe economic problems. 

 

 

2.3 Economic Crisis in the Weimar Republic 

 

Hyperinflation of 1923: The German currency lost its value, and people faced 

severe hardship as prices skyrocketed. 

 



Great Depression (1929): The American stock market crash worsened the global 

economic crisis, which hit Germany hard due to its dependence on US loans. 

 

This led to mass unemployment, hunger, and political instability in Germany. 

 

 

 

--- 

 

3. Hitler’s Rise to Power 

 

3.1 Formation of the Nazi Party 

 

Adolf Hitler joined the German Workers’ Party in 1919, which was later renamed 

the National Socialist German Workers’ Party (NSDAP), or the Nazi Party. 

 

The Nazi Party promised to restore German pride, reject the Treaty of Versailles, 

and rebuild the economy. 

 

 

3.2 Nazi Ideology 

 

Nazism was rooted in extreme nationalism, racism, and anti-Semitism. 



 

The Nazis believed in the superiority of the Aryan race and considered Jews, Slavs, 

and Communists as inferior. 

 

Hitler's concept of Lebensraum (living space) promoted expansionism to secure 

territory for the German people. 

 

 

3.3 Hitler’s Propaganda 

 

Hitler was an effective orator who used propaganda to rally mass support for the 

Nazi Party. 

 

The Nazi party controlled the media and used radio, posters, and mass rallies to 

spread its message of nationalism and hatred towards Jews and Communists. 

 

 

3.4 Hitler Becomes Chancellor 

 

By the early 1930s, the Nazi Party had become the largest party in the Reichstag 

(the German parliament). 

 

In 1933, President Paul von Hindenburg appointed Hitler as the Chancellor of 

Germany. 



 

 

3.5 The Enabling Act (1933) 

 

In March 1933, Hitler passed the Enabling Act, which allowed him to rule without 

the Reichstag for four years. 

 

This gave Hitler dictatorial powers and allowed him to ban all political parties 

except the Nazi Party. 

 

Hitler eliminated his political opponents, and Germany became a totalitarian state. 

 

 

 

--- 

 

4. Nazi Policies and World War II 

 

4.1 Economic Policies 

 

Hitler aimed to rebuild the German economy through rearmament and public 

work programs like the construction of highways (Autobahnen). 

 



This helped reduce unemployment, but also geared Germany towards war. 

 

 

4.2 The Persecution of Jews 

 

Hitler and the Nazis held the Jews responsible for all of Germany's problems. 

 

In 1935, the Nuremberg Laws were passed, which stripped Jews of their 

citizenship and basic rights. 

 

Kristallnacht (1938): Jewish homes, businesses, and synagogues were destroyed 

in a violent attack, signaling the start of violent persecution. 

 

 

4.3 Expansion and War 

 

Hitler sought to expand Germany's territory, leading to the annexation of Austria 

(Anschluss) and the occupation of Czechoslovakia. 

 

In 1939, Germany invaded Poland, which led to the outbreak of World War II. 

 



The war continued until 1945, and during this time, the Nazis implemented the 

Final Solution, which led to the systematic murder of 6 million Jews in what is 

known as the Holocaust. 

 

 

4.4 The End of Nazism 

 

Hitler's aggressive expansionist policies led to Germany's eventual defeat in 1945 

by the Allied Powers. 

 

Hitler committed suicide in April 1945, and shortly after, Nazi Germany 

surrendered, bringing an end to World War II in Europe. 

 

The horrors of Nazi rule, including the Holocaust, were revealed, leading to 

worldwide condemnation of the Nazi regime. 

 

 

 

--- 

 

5. Impact of Nazism on Germany and the World 

 

The Holocaust: Nazi policies led to the genocide of 6 million Jews and millions of 

others, including Roma, disabled people, and political opponents. 



 

Economic Ruin: Germany was left in economic ruin after World War II, and it was 

divided into East and West Germany. 

 

Global Impact: The Nazi ideology of extreme nationalism, racism, and militarism 

had far-reaching consequences, shaping global politics and leading to the creation 

of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights to prevent 

such atrocities from happening again. 

 

 

 

--- 

 

NCERT Textbook Exercise Questions and Answers 

 

Q1. Describe the problems faced by the Weimar Republic. 

 

Answer: The Weimar Republic faced numerous problems: 

 

1. Treaty of Versailles: The terms of the Treaty of Versailles were humiliating for 

Germany. The treaty imposed heavy reparations, stripped Germany of its 

territories, and reduced its military strength. Many Germans felt betrayed by their 

government for accepting these terms. 

 



 

2. Political Instability: The Weimar Republic was politically unstable. It faced 

opposition from both the left (Communists) and the right (Monarchists and Nazis). 

There were frequent changes in government, making it difficult to govern. 

 

 

3. Economic Crisis: The Weimar Republic struggled with economic problems such 

as hyperinflation in 1923, which wiped out the savings of the middle class. The 

Great Depression in 1929 led to massive unemployment and worsened the 

economic situation in Germany. 

 

 

4. Social Unrest: The economic hardships and political instability led to social 

unrest, with strikes, protests, and street violence becoming common. 

 

 

 

 

--- 

 

Q2. Discuss why Nazism became popular in Germany by 1930. 

 

Answer: Nazism became popular in Germany by 1930 due to several reasons: 

 



1. Economic Distress: The Great Depression of 1929 caused severe economic 

hardship, with mass unemployment and poverty. The Nazi Party promised jobs, 

economic recovery, and national glory. 

 

 

2. Weak Weimar Republic: Many Germans were dissatisfied with the Weimar 

Republic, which they saw as weak and ineffective in handling the country's 

problems. The Nazis offered a strong leadership alternative. 

 

 

3. Appeal to Nationalism: Hitler and the Nazis capitalized on German resentment 

towards the Treaty of Versailles and promised to restore Germany’s national 

pride by rejecting the treaty and expanding Germany’s territory. 

 

 

4. Propaganda: Hitler was a powerful speaker, and the Nazi Party effectively used 

propaganda to spread its message. They portrayed themselves as the solution to 

Germany's problems and used slogans like “One people, one empire, one leader.” 

 

 

5. Fear of Communism: Many Germans, especially the middle class and 

industrialists, were afraid of communism. The Nazis promised to fight 

communism and gain support from these groups. 

 

 



 

 

--- 

 

Q3. What are the peculiar features of Nazi thinking? 

 

Answer: The peculiar features of Nazi thinking included: 

 

1. Racial Superiority: The Nazis believed in the superiority of the Aryan race 

(Germans) and considered other races, especially Jews, as inferior. This racism 

was central to Nazi ideology. 

 

 

2. Anti-Semitism: The Nazis blamed Jews for Germany's problems and propagated 

extreme hatred towards them. Anti-Semitism was at the core of Nazi policies, 

which ultimately led to the Holocaust. 

 

 

3. Extreme Nationalism: Nazis promoted an extreme form of nationalism that 

glorified war and territorial expansion. Hitler believed in creating a strong, unified, 

and dominant Germany. 

 

 



4. Militarism: The Nazis believed in the use of force and violence to achieve their 

goals. They glorified military strength and aimed to expand Germany’s borders 

through conquest. 

 

 

5. Dictatorship: The Nazis rejected democracy and believed in a dictatorship, 

where Hitler would have absolute power. They also opposed individual freedoms 

and political pluralism. 

 

 

 

 

--- 

 

Q4. Explain why Nazi propaganda was effective in creating a hatred for Jews. 

 

Answer: Nazi propaganda was effective in creating hatred for Jews due to several 

reasons: 

 

1. Media Control: The Nazis controlled all forms of media, including newspapers, 

radio, films, and posters. This allowed them to spread anti-Jewish messages 

without opposition. 

 

 



2. Stereotypes: Nazi propaganda portrayed Jews as greedy, manipulative, and 

responsible for Germany’s economic problems. They were depicted as the 

enemies of the German people 


